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Welcome to our Newsletter 
The photo above is the boardroom/training space in our new office at The Hills, Buchanan 

Square in Woodstock. The photo is from the Accredited Advanced Facilitation Training which 

took place from 12 to 15 August. The move from Mowbray happened on 6 August and it was a 

very long day for some people on the SCAT team who worked until 9pm to get some order in 

the office. We are glad to report that all the boxes are unpacked but our space is still shaping up 

and we hope to make it more visually attractive in the coming weeks. 



 

 

 

DULLAH OMAR School (DOS) 2019 
The 5th Dullah Omar School for Paralegalism took place in Cape Town from 6 to 11 September.  

Proceedings were opened with a message of support from the Omar family and a keynote 

address by Charles Abrahams, human rights lawyer and author of Class Action. 

The aim of the School is to transfer skills 

and knowledge to paralegals under the 

age of 35 and to pass on the spirit of 

activism and a passion for social justice. A 

group of stalwarts attend the DOS 

precisely for the latter reason and also to 

attend to CAOSA (Centre for the 

Advancement of Community Advice 

Offices) matters. DOS is a collaboration 

between SCAT, CAOSA and Black Sash 

with input from the University of the North West. 

 



121 Paralegals attended the Dullah Omar School this year. The following learning streams were 

offered: 

Stream A - Introductory Short Learning Program for Paralegals 

Stream B - Advanced Short Learning Program for Paralegals  

Both of these were facilitated by the University of the North West Law Clinic 

Stream C - Business Management (accredited training facilitated by SCAT) 

Stream D - Social Assistance & Social Insurance (facilitated by the Black Sash) 

Stream E - Social Enterprise Training (facilitated by CAOSA) 

 

The Graduation took place on the final day and certificates were awarded for the different 

streams. The link below shows the graduation day photos. 

One of the highlights during the program was a tour of the Bo-Kaap. The group was able to 

enter the Boorhanol Mosque and visited other places of interest. This was followed by a panel 

discussion on affordable housing with local activists from Reclaim the City. The feedback from 

some participants we spoke to said it was the best DOS so far in terms of organisation and 

venue.  

Dullah Omar School for Paralegalism is supported by the CS Mott Foundation, the 
Open-Society Foundation for South Africa, Bowmans, the Black Sash Trust and SCAT.  
 

View the DOS photos here  

https://youtu.be/S7KEADza8d8


 

 

Grantee Profile & Highlights 
 

Grantee Leader Profile: 
Nobuzwe Mofokeng, Director, Interchurch 
Local Development Agency (ILDA), 
Uitenhage, Eastern Cape 
Nobuzwe has worked at ILDA for 34 years. 
She started at the office in the days when 
typists were needed. In 1985 during the state 
of emergency, she volunteered to hold the 
fort as her colleagues were either in hiding or 
arrested. The majority of the cases she and 
her colleagues deal with are unfair 
dismissals. She noted that the last quarter of 
the year is the time of dismissals, as labour 
brokers and companies don’t want to pay 
workers December bonuses or guarantee 
them work in the new year. As an advice 
office, their casework is their core business. 
Their two other programs are Farmworker 
Rights and Advocacy. Their Advocacy 
Program encourages the community to hold 
elected officials to account. They host 
workshops and study groups to build capacity 
in their community. Nobuzwe wants everyone 
in her community to be able to access their 
rights and to become self-reliant. Her current 
mission is to find a new and young director, 
with fresh ideas to lead ILDA.  
 

 

 

 

The Witzenburg Rural Development Centre 
had a big win recently. They lobbied Deputy 
Minister of Rural Development and Land 
Reform Mcebisi Skwatsha to institute a 
forensic investigation into the farmworker 
equity schemes in the district to force 
commercial farms in the area to open their 
books to scrutiny. Farmworkers who 
participated in these schemes have reported 
that their lives have not improved and most of 
them have seen no dividends or any positive 
results from these schemes. 
Read the GroundUp Article here 

 

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/call-forensic-investigation-farm-worker-equity-schemes/?fbclid=IwAR36vAELexXKdx-GuArSbrbWVArz62AMWJV5V2pAdoMLmJXzTdY8TAPOR_g


SCAT Profile, Activities & News 
SCAT Profile 
Joanne Harding, Director 

 

This is Joanne’s second stint as Director 

at SCAT. She took up office again in 2016 

when the board asked her to return. 

Joanne hails from the Eastern Cape. She 

did her Social Work Degree at the Nelson 

Mandela University and her Masters at the 

University of Cape Town. She is currently 

pursuing her Doctorate in Public Law at 

UCT. Joanne is a visionary, a creative and 

active leader with a lot of energy and 

someone who gets things done. In her 

spare time (which there is not a lot of with 

getting the doctorate done) she can be 

found hiking in the mountains, painting, 

knitting or exploring with her husband and 

three children. Most days we have to work 

at keeping up with her. 

 

 

 

 

The SCAT Strategic Review 
 
Scat has 8 Strategies that serves its vision of ‘Vibrant Sustainable Communities’ 
 

1. Provide small grants, mentorship & support to its grantees 
2. Build the capacity of LDAs/grantees 
3. Ensure access to justice for all people 
4. Promote gender equality and equal access to services for women and girls 
5. Youth led development/Youth social enterprise 



 

6. Local economic development and food security 
7. Ensure the sustainability of SCAT and its rural partners 
8. Promote community driven philanthropy 

 
For the strategic review SCAT invited thinking partners, consultants and service providers; Adj 
Professor Melanie Judge, Shelagh Gastrow, Dr Zaid Kimmie, Dr Nyasha Karimakwenda, 
Jeremy Maarman, Thapelo Teele, Alison Tilley, Liezl van der Westhuizen and Hilda Gertze to 
join the deliberations. 
 
Highlights reported at the review were: 

● A gender based violence policy developed 
● Gender based violence workshops with SCAT grantees 
● The SCAT Academy is finally a reality and will run its first accredited course at the Dullah 

Omar School for Paralegalism 
● One of the Youth Banks is already making grants 

 

 



The review deliberated on key things to prioritise in the year head such as: 
● Put the building blocks in place to realise the gender policy. E.g. Drafting a GBV guide 

for use by facilitators and LDAs  
● Peer learning exchanges between the different Youth Banks to build this program 
● Institutional arrangements for the SCAT academy 
● Implement the communications strategy 
● Continue to strengthen SCAT’s governance 

 
 

 
Program Team Activities 

The SCAT program’s team was able to attend the High Level Political Forum at the United                
Nations in July. Here is a report from one of the team. 

High Level Political Forum (HLPF): 

Voluntary National Reviews (VNR): 9-16 July 2019 

Colleen Alexander-Julies 

New York was everything I have ever heard of and more. Steamy, hot, vibrant and always on                 
the move. However, my greatest highlight would be entering the doors of the United Nations               
Building for the first time. This was something that touched me deeper than the vibrancy of the                 
Big Apple. It epitomizes what the home of peace would look like, should it have one. 

From attending the different Sustainable Development Goal sessions and side events, the three             
things that stood out for me are  

● the importance and need for stronger regional and sub-regional cooperation  



 

● the lack of a non-criminal justice indicator for SDG16 and  
● the need for government to engage meaningfully with Civil Society when reviewing and             

reporting on the SDG2030 Agenda.  

Although it was laudable for South Africa to partake in this voluntary process, meaningful              
engagement building up to the VNR was seriously lacking. Participation and consultation is what              
builds ownership of the 2030 Agenda. Government must have meaningful engagement and not             
consultations, especially last minute which is what characterized this VNR process. Civil Society             
should be fully involved at a national level in terms of reporting on SDGs. 

Being of special concern to SCAT, SDG16 is integral in achieving the SDG2030 Agenda.              
Countries need peace and stability in order to achieve all other SDGs. Some of the side event                 
session also highlighted the difficulty to collect data for SDG16 and the need for a non-criminal                
justice indicator.  

Going forward I can see SCAT playing a role in engaging and/or participating more consciously               
on regional and sub-regional platforms to raise challenges impeding the realization of certain             
SDGs as is being done in Asia Pacific. We could perhaps even look into playing a role in                  
regional and sub-regional VNRS to see how national countries in Africa represent at regional              
level before HLPF reviews and reports. SCAT could even take VNRs to the communities we               
work in and data collected could be fed into future HLPFs. 

What a great educational and culturally enriching experience. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Gender Based Violence and the Law 
Date: 4-5 November, Cape Town 
Facilitated by: University of the North West Law Clinic 
Participants: 28 Western Cape Paralegals 
 
SCAT’s 35th Anniversary 
Date: Thursday 14 November 2019 
Venue: Community House, Salt River Road, Salt River, Cape Town 
Time: Day and Evening Activity - exact times to be confirmed 
 
GBV Research Partnership Workshop in partnership with the Centre for Law and Society 
(UCT) 
Date: TBC 

Gender Based Violence and the Law 
Date: 2-3 December, King William’s Town, Eastern Cape 
Facilitated by: University of the North West Law Clinic 
Participants: 32 Eastern Cape Paralegals 
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